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INTRODUCTION

	This stylebook is a composition guide for Nevada Joint Union High School students to use in all subject areas. This is a handy reference that you can use to help format  much of the written work that you do in this high school. 

	The stylebook will help you document your research papers such as the freshman I-Search, the junior U.S. History thesis paper and the Senior Project paper. Remember, if you do not document your sources, you will be guilty of plagiarism and may receive a failing grade for the assignment.



PLAGIARISM

The American Heritage Dictionary defines plagiarism  as stealing and using the ideas or  writings of another as one’s own.  NEVER, NEVER, NEVER PLAGIARIZE!!!!!!  Many students believe that rewording information by paraphrasing or summarizing is not plagiarism.  They are wrong.  The use of  another person’s  ideas without giving acknowledgment is just as wrong as using his words without giving him credit.




NEVADA UNION LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER 
RESEARCH SOURCES
	IN PRINT:

CQ Researcher: In-depth reports on a wide variety of current topics.

Encyclopedias, general: (World Book, Britannica, Groliers Electronic Encyclopedia, etc. Check for both print and electronic versions.)

Encyclopedias, specialized: (Family Health, Science and Technology, War and Peace, Great Lives from History, Great Events from History, etc.)

Indexes:  National Geographic has a subject index to articles in the magazine. American Heritage Cumulative Index is useful for locating articles on American history in the American Heritage magazine.



	ELECTRONIC SOURCES:

Internet:  available at most computer stations. Information is available on many topics, but reliability of sources is uncertain.

EBSCO:  A gigantic set of databases of periodical (i.e. magazine and newspaper) articles.  This is a THE BEST resource to use when looking for up-to-date information. EBSCO can be accessed through the NUHS Library Home Page. The databases include:
	
1.  MAS ULTRA: Full text articles for over 500 publications going as far back as 1975.  It also includes 550 pamphlets, 281 full text reference books and thousands of biographies, documents, photos and maps

2.  NEWSPAPER SOURCE:  Full text from over 180 regional newspapers from the U.S., Latin America, Far East etc.

3.  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COLLECTION: Provides a highly specialized collection of over  600 full text journals, designed for professional educators.
	

4.  ERIC:  The most popular education database in the world, includes   over 2,200 full text digests

5. TOPICSEARCH:  Includes information on social, political and economic issues, scientific discoveries and other popular topics.  Has over 64,000 full text articles.

6.  HEALTH SOURCE - CONSUMER EDITION: Consumer health information on many health topics including the medical sciences, food sciences and nutrition, childcare, sports medicine and general health.  Gives access to nearly 300 journals.

GROLIER ONLINE ENCYCLOPEDIAS:  Includes access to Encyclopedia Americana, Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia, The New Book of Knowledge, and The New Book of Popular Science.

FACTS ON FILE: WORLD NEWS DIGEST:   Facts.com delivers in-depth features on “Historic Events” from a 60 year file.  A great resource for history and science students.  Includes World News  1940-Present, Issues and Controversies, Today’s Science, and the World Almanac Database.

DUKE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES “CITING SOURCES” PAGE: Gives information on MLA format which is required for Senior Project and other NUHS research papers.  Note that the site also shows alternate formatting styles.  Be sure to use the MLA format.

OTHER MEDIA:

New York Times Current Events:  Newspaper articles on current events from 1979 to the present.  Articles are available on microfiche.

New York Times School Microfilm Collection:  Selected issues of the newspaper from 1854 to 1979.  

Audio and Video Cassettes:  Books on tape as well as many videos on health, art, science, history, and more.


NOTE  CARDS

	The process of doing research requires some system of recording the data, information, and quotes that you acquire from reading. Writing the  information on 3x5 or 5x7 inch index cards is required by most Nevada Union teachers. Using note cards  makes  it  easy to organize your information in the order you want to present it in your paper. The following are examples of types of cards you will make when doing research. You will do one bibliography card for each of your sources. You will do as many information cards as you need to record the information using either direct quote, paraphrase or summary for each piece of information you record.
Altman					p.137

“Spectacular outcrops of  granite near the bridge over the Yuba River, about midway between Nevada 
City and North San Juan,  are seamed by widely-spaced fractures and few veins.
	Very probably it was heat from the large granite intrusion between Grass Valley and Camptonville that moved the circulating hot waters responsible for emplacing the rich gold veins in this area.”




Direct Quote:





Altman					p.137

	Between Grass Valley and Camptonville there is plenty of evidence of a large granite intrusion.  It is easily seen at the bridge of the Yuba River between Nevada City and North San Juan.
	The heat from this intrusion was probably a factor in the creation of the numerous gold veins in this area.




Paraphrase:







Altman, David D. and Donald W. Hyndman.
	
	Roadside Geology of Northern California.

	Missoula Montana: Mountain Press Co.,

	1975.




Bibliography Card:

A SUGGESTED ESSAY FORMAT

This is not the only way to organize and develop a good essay. However, if you don’t have a better idea for form, try following this format:

PARAGRAPH #1 Introduction
	40+ words
	3+ sentences
	thesis somewhere, usually last sentence

PARAGRAPH #2 1st body paragraph
	11 sentences
	150+ words
	Format:
		#1   Topic sentence
	#2    Concrete detail (CD) starts with For 
		example,
		#3    Commentary (CM)
		#4    Commentary
		#5    CD, starts with In addition,
		#6    Commentary
		#7    Commentary
		#8    CD, starts with Furthermore,
		#9    Commentary
		#10  Commentary
		#11  Concluding sentence

PARAGRAPH #3 (and any additional paragraphs): follow the same pattern as   Paragraph  #2

(The same pattern may be used to build additional body paragraphs.)

PARAGRAPH #4 concluding paragraph
	40+ words,  all commentary
	no repeats unless names
	gives a finished feeling to the whole essay

PROOFREADING MARKS

 To help improve your writing, English teachers mark papers using a specific code to denote errors. Pay attention to these corrections; eliminating the errors in your next written assignment can lead to an improvement in your grade.  Here is a list of the most common proofreading marks used by teachers and editors
	
          Spelling/Punctuation			Grammar/Usage

¶ = new paragraph	DM = dangling modifier

no ¶ = new paragraph	MM = misplaced modifier

^ = insert omitted word(s)	// = faulty parallel structure	

.
= place period or other 	VT = wrong verb tense: change
   punctuation                                  OR tense		     for  consistency 

a              b = eliminate space	S = faulty sentence structure

  a   b    = transpose letters	s-v agr = agreement error 				(subject/verb or pronoun/antecedent)

a = capitalization error	Frag = sentence fragment

Sp = spelling error	R-O = run-on sentence

WW = wrong word	CS = comma splice

# = error in use of numbers	Log = faulty logic

           = delete	W = wordy 

		D = faulty diction(vocabulary)

		awk = awkward wording



A WORD ABOUT TYPING AND WORD PROCESSING


	Most teachers require that important essays and research projects be word processed. Even if this is not a requirement, it is highly recommended. Word processing your essay gives you a psychological advantage because it is easier to read and indicates that you care about your work. Since they read stacks of student compositions, English and history teachers especially appreciate the typed paper.

     Some general rules for typing and word processing:

1.  Title Should Use Both Upper and Lower Case.

2.  Titles of books and periodicals should be underlined or put in italics.     

3.  Titles of  articles in periodicals or books should be inside quotation marks.

4.  Double space your text.

5.  Leave 1” margins at top, bottom and both sides of your paper.

6.  Long quotes (four or more lines) should be indented ten spaces or one inch from the normal left margin and double spaced. Since the indentation already indicates a direct quote, no quotation marks should be used. 

7.  Indent one-half inch or five spaces at the beginning of each paragraph.

8.  Leave one space after all punctuation marks.  (Two spaces are acceptable after periods and other end-of-sentence punctuation.)


Be sure to use the grammar and spell check features of the word processing program you are using. However, you must still check your paper for homonym errors (e.g., confusing to and too or except and accept). A few hand corrections are usually acceptable and should be done in blue or black ink.


FOLLOWING THE PROPER FORM

Quotations

	Quoting a source directly is an effective way to make your point in an essay or research paper provided you do not do it too often. Do not rely on very long quotes to make your point.
	Quotations should always appear on your page  exactly as they appear in the original source, and this includes wording, spelling, punctuation, capitalization and grammar. Remember, you must identify the quotation and its source or you are guilty of PLAGIARISM.

Specific rules for using quotations:

1.   If your quote is less than four lines long, incorporate the quote in your normal paragraph. Use quotation marks to set it apart.

2.   If your quote is four or more lines long (three or more lines long for poetry), indent each line of the quote one inch or ten spaces from the normal left-hand margin. Continue to double space. Do not use quotation marks when you use this method.  (Example on page 26)
 
3.   Ellipses (. . .) are used in quotations when any words are omitted from the passage you are quoting. Do not use them before or after a quotation .  (Example on page 26)

4.   Punctuation for quotations is varied. Quotations are usually introduced by a comma (,) or a colon (:).  


See sample papers on pages 19-27.


PARENTHETICAL DOCUMENTATION

	With parenthetical documentation, the reader may easily identify the sources of each particular piece of information you have given. The reader uses the parenthetical notation in your paper and refers to the “Works Cited” page to find the complete publication information he would need to locate the source easily.
	In the essay itself, all you need to give is the author’s last name and the page number (when there is one) where you found the information.  (Note: If there is no author listed for your source, use the first important word you find in the title instead of the author’s name.)

Here are some ways this is done:

1.  Give a quote without mentioning the author’s name in your sentence:

EXAMPLE:  In Anchorage, Alaska, in the early 1970’s, travelers were surprised to discover  that “books were selling . . .  for forty-seven cents a pound” (McPhee 129).

2.  Put the idea into your own words, but use the parenthetical documentation to give the author credit. (If you don’t give the author credit, you are guilty of PLAGIARISM.)

EXAMPLE:  Many travelers to Anchorage, Alaska, in the early 1970’s  were surprised to discover that books were being sold for nearly fifty cents a pound (McPhee 129).

3.  If you include the  author’s name in your text, don’t repeat it in the parenthesis.  It is also a good idea to mention the author’s status the first  time you bring up his name.

EXAMPLE:  According to John McPhee, renowned journalist and explorer, “Books were selling in Anchorage . . . for forty-seven cents a pound” (129).

The entry for this reference in the “Works Cited” listing will look like this:

McPhee, John.  Coming into the  Country.  Toronto: Bantam, 1977.

List of Works Cited

	“Works Cited” is a list of all the sources you have “cited” or referred to in your text. It begins on a separate page at the end of your paper. It contains all the bibliographical information needed to locate sources. 

	The following list provides examples of how to cite individual types of sources. It is not a model for the “Works Cited” page itself. All sources will be listed alphabetically according to author’s last name (or the first key word of the title if there is no author). See pages 26 and 34 in the Stylebook for a model of the “Works Cited” page.

BOOKS
 
BY A SINGLE AUTHOR:
Mactire, Sean P. Lyme Disease and Other Pest-Borne Illnesses.  New York: Franklin Watts, 1992. 

BY TWO OR THREE AUTHORS:
Maloney, Michael, and Rachel Kranz. Straight Talk about Anxiety and Depression.  New York: Facts on File, 1991.

BY MORE THAN THREE AUTHORS:
Martin, Melvin N., et al. Icebergs Galore.  Sydney: Platypus Travel, 1995.

AN ANONYMOUS BOOK:
The Times Atlas of the World. 10th ed. London: Times Books, 2002.

A WORK IN AN ANTHOLOGY:
Updike, John. “Deaths of Distant Friends.” The Literary Dog: Great Contemporary Dog Stories. Ed. Jeanne Schinto. New York: The Atlantic Monthly Press, 1990: 218-223.

A SIGNED ARTICLE IN A REFERENCE BOOK:
Dwyer, John B. “The Green Berets.” War in Peace. New York: Marshall Cavendish, 1987.

UNSIGNED ARTICLE IN A REFERENCE BOOK:
“Tragedy.” The Oxford Companion to the Theater. 4th ed. ed. Phyllis Hartnell. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1983.

AN ARTICLE IN A FAMILIAR REFERENCE BOOK:
“Georgian Bay.” Academic American Encyclopedia. 2001 ed.
Opik, Ernst J. “Comet.” Collier’s Encyclopedia. 2004 ed.

A FOREWORD, PREFACE, NOTES, INTRODUCTION, ETC.:
Borges, Jorge Luis.  Foreword. Selected Poems 1923-1967. by Borges.  Ed. Norman T. Giovanni.  New York: Delta-Dell, 1973.

INTERVIEW IN A PUBLISHED WORK:
Williams, Tennessee.  “Tennessee Williams.” Conversations with American Writers. With Charles Ruas. New York: Alfred Knopf. 1985. 75-90.

BOOK IN A SERIES:
Easton, Charles, ed. Shakespearean Sonnets.  Twentieth Century Views.  Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Spectrum-Prentice, 1987.

REPRINTED BOOK:
Verne, Jules.  A Journey to the Center of the Earth. 1872. New York: Signet Classics, 1986.
PERIODICALS (magazines and newspapers)
	 (A “Signed Article” is one for which there is an identified author.  Unsigned articles are treated the same as signed ones except that the title is used to alphabetized the entry in “Works Cited.”)  (For periodical articles found through EBSCO or other internet service, see “Electronic Sources” section.)

A SIGNED ARTICLE IN A WEEKLY OR BIWEEKLY MAGAZINE:
Lemonick, Michael D.  “Rewriting the Book of Dinosaurs.” Time  26 April 1993: 42-49.
Worsnop, Richard L. “Getting into College: Current Situation.” CQ Researcher. 23 Feb. 1996: 183-87.

AN UNSIGNED ARTICLE IN A MONTHLY OR BI-MONTHLY
MAGAZINE:
“Guide to the Gear.”  Consumer Reports  Mar. 2004: 139-178.

MAGAZINE ARTICLES FOUND ON MICROFICHE: Treat same as above examples.

A SIGNED ARTICLE FROM A DAILY NEWSPAPER:
Sneed, David. “Yuba Protection Hot Issue.” Union  24 May 2003: 1.

A SIGNED ARTICLE FROM NEW YORK TIMES CRITICAL ISSUES OR CURRENT EVENTS (MICROFICHE):
Holmes, Steven A. “Senate Passes Measure to Protect Alaskan Forest.” The New York Times 14 June 1990.  The New York Times File: Critical Issues 1992-93, fiche 30, frame 2A.


			MISCELLANEOUS SOURCES

PAMPHLET:
“Lava Lands.”  Seattle: Pacific Northwest National Parks and Forests Association, 2001.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATION:
United States.  Bureau of the Census.  Statistical Abstract of the United States: 1991.  Washington, D.C. :  GPO, 1991.

FILM:
Return of the Jedi.  Dir. George Lucas.  With Mark Hammill, Harrison Ford, and Carrie Fisher.  Lucasfilm, 1983.

PERSONAL INTERVIEW:
Smith, Amy.  Personal Interview.  12 Feb.  2004.

TELEPHONE INTERVIEW:
Smith, Amy.  Telephone Interview.  14 Feb.  2004.

AUDIO RECORDING (Compact Disc, etc):
Eve 6.  “Superhero Girl.”  Eve 6. RCA 07863 67617-2. 1998.

TELEVISION AND RADIO SHOWS:
“Why Planes Crash.”  NOVA.  PBS.  KVIE,  Sacramento.  3 Feb. 1998. Those Damn Kids.  KVMR, Nevada City.  15 Oct.  2003.


ELECTRONIC (COMPUTER) SOURCES

AN ARTICLE FROM  EBSCO Ultra Online (or any other on-line service):
Greenhouse,  Linda.  “High Court Upholds Drug Tests for Some High School Athletes.”   New York Times  27  June  1995: A1+. EBSCO Ultra Online. Nevada Union High School Lib., Grass Valley, CA. 14 Jan. 2004 <http://nuhsd.k12.ca.us/nuhs/Library/>. 

ENCYCLOPEDIA ON CD-ROM:
Kawin, Bruce.   “Film Production.”   Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia.  CD-ROM.  Danbury:  Grolier, 1999.  

E-MAIL:
Smith, Amy.  “Favorite Songs.”  Personal e-mail (22 Feb. 2001).


	(See next two pages for Web Sites)

	

MATERIAL ACCESSED THROUGH 
THE WORLD WIDE WEB (WWW):
See also general guidelines on pages 17-18

A SCHOLARLY PROJECT
Victorian Women Writers Project. Ed. Perry Willett. Apr. 1997. Indiana U.     26 Apr. 2001 <http://www.indiana.edu/~letrs/vwwp/>.

	A PROFESSIONAL SITE
Portuguese Language Page. U of Chicago. 1 May 2001 <http://humanities. uchicago.edu/romance/port/>.

	A PERSONAL SITE
Lancashire, Ian. Home page. 1 March 2004 <http://www.chass.utoronto. ca:8080 /~ian/index.html>.

	BOOK
Nesbit, E[dith]. Ballads and Lyrics of Socialism. London, 1908. Victorian Women Writers Project. Ed. Perry Willett. Apr. 1997. Indiana U. 26 Apr. 1997 <http://www.indiana.edu/~letrs/vwwp/ nesbit/ballsoc.html>.

	POEM, ESSAY OR SHORT STORY (also published in a book)
Nesbit, E[dith]. "Marching Song." Ballads and Lyrics of Socialism. London, 1908. Victorian Women Writers Project. Ed. Perry Willett. Apr. 1997. Indiana U. 26 Apr. 1997 <http://www.indiana.edu/~letrs /vwwp/nesbit/ ballsoc.html#p9>.  

					(continued on next page)

	ARTICLE IN A REFERENCE DATA BASE
"Fresco." Britannica Online. Vers. 2004.1.1. Encyclopaedia Britannica.        29 Mar. 2005 <http://www.eb.com:180>.

	ARTICLE IN A JOURNAL (previously published off-line)
Flannagan, Roy. "Reflections on Milton and Ariosto." Early Modern Literary Studies 2.3 (1996):16 pars. 22 Feb. 2001 <http://unixg. ubc.ca:7001/0/e-sources/emls/02-3/flanmilt.html>.

	ARTICLE FROM A WEB MAGAZINE
Landsburg, Steven E. "Who Shall Inherit the Earth?" Slate 1 May 1997. 2 May 2001 <http://www.slate.com/Economics/97-05-01/ Economics.asp>.

WORK FROM A SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 
Koretz, Gene. "Economic Trends: Uh-Oh, Warm Water." Business Week 21 July 1997: 22. EBSCO Ultra Online.  Nevada Union High School Lib., Grass Valley, CA.  6 Jan. 2000 <http://nuhsd.k12.ca.us/nuhs /Library/>.
"Table Tennis." Compton's Encyclopedia Online. Vers. 2.0. 1997. America Online. 4 July 1999. Keyword: Compton's.

POSTING TO A DISCUSSION LIST/CHAT ROOM
Merrian, Joanne. "Spinoff: Monsterpiece Theatre." Online posting. 30 Apr. 1999. Shaksper: The Global Electronic Shakespeare Conference. 27 Aug. 2000 <http://www.arts.ubc.ca/english/iemls/shak/MONSTERP_ SPINOFF.txt>.

Documenting Sources from the World Wide Web 

	     Sources on the World Wide Web that students and scholars use in their research include scholarly projects, reference databases, the texts of books, articles in periodicals, and professional and personal sites. Entries in a works-cited list for such sources contain as many items from the list below as are relevant and available and in the order listed here. 

1. Name of the author, editor, compiler, or translator of the source (if available and relevant), reversed for alphabetizing and followed by an abbreviation, such as ed., if appropriate 
2. Title of a poem, short story, article, or similar short work within a scholarly project, database, or periodical (in quotation marks); or title of a posting to a discussion list or forum (taken from the subject line and put in quotation marks), followed by the description Online posting 
3. Title of a book (underlined) 
4. Name of the editor or translator of the text (if relevant and if not cited earlier), preceded by the appropriate abbreviation, such as Ed. for editor, or Tr. for translator. 
5. Publication information for any print version of the source 
6. Title of the scholarly project, database, periodical, or professional or personal site (underlined); or, for a professional or personal site with no title, a description such as Home page 
7. Name of the editor of the scholarly project or database (if available) 
8. Version number of the source (if not part of the title) or, for a journal, the volume number, issue number, or other identifying number 
 9. Date of electronic publication, of the latest update, or of posting 
10. For a work from a subscription service, the name of the service and--if a library is the subscriber--the name and city (and state abbreviation, if necessary) of the library 
11. For a posting to a discussion list or forum, the name of the list or forum 
12. The number range or total number of pages, paragraphs, or other sections, if they are numbered 
13. Name of any institution or organization sponsoring or associated with the Web site 
14. Date when the researcher accessed the source 
15. Electronic address, or URL, of the source (in angle brackets < >); or, for a subscription service, the URL of the service's main page (if known) or the keyword assigned by the service 

       	    In parenthetical references in the text, works on the World Wide Web are cited just like printed works. For any type of source, you must include information in your text that directs readers to the correct entry in the works-cited list. Web documents generally do not have fixed page numbers or any kind of section numbering. If your source lacks numbering, you have to omit numbers from your parenthetical references. If your source includes fixed page numbers or section numbering (such as numbering of paragraphs), cite the relevant numbers.
       Give the appropriate abbreviation before the numbers: "(Moulthrop, pars. 19-20)." (Pars. is the abbreviation for paragraphs.) For a document on the Web, the page numbers of a printout should normally not be cited, because the pagination may vary in different printouts. 

      If you cannot find the name of the author for your source, that’s no problem.  Simply follow the form illustrated by the model as if the author’s name were removed. The first key word (don’t use A,  An or The, for example) in the title will become the word used in place of the author’s name to alphabetize the listing on the “Works Cited” page. This key word will also be placed in the parenthetical citation in your text.

CAUTION: NOT ALL INTERNET SOURCES ARE RELIABLE

Many sources you find on the internet are not reliable.  Anyone can publish information on the internet.  I could write an article on my home page claiming that Mark Anthony was the first President of the United States and that Grass Valley has a population of 100,000, but that doesn’t make either fact true.

·	Consider these questions when analyzing the purpose of sources: 
·	Is it educational or entertaining?
·	Is it informational or promotional
·	Take note of the source:
·	Is the author an authority in the field?
·	What are his qualifications?
·	What type of organization sponsors the page?

What type of page is it?
·	Informational Pages: Research pages sponsored by universities, government units or agencies
·	News and Journalistic Pages: New wire sites, electronic journals, online magazines 
·	Advocacy Pages:  Created to raise consciousness about a certain issue
·	Personal Home Pages:  Informal pages where authors can publish links and promote their own publications

What extensions are used in the extensions?
·	.edu (educational facility--be careful though, students at the university often use this extension)
·	.gov  (government agency)
·	.org  (organization--often a non-profit or public service group)
·	.com  (commercial--businesses)

Summary: 
·	Use pages whose purpose is to provide accurate information, not convince you to support one side of issue.
·	Make certain the author/organization who sponsors the page is reputable
·	Use only information from reliable sources
·	Realize that .com represents commercial sites.  Often their purpose is entertainment and commercial rather than truly informational

			Sample Personal Research Paper (I-Search)


Kris Caliper
English 1
March 15, 2003
From Canopy to Cages:
The Business of Smuggling Birds

	“Every year, millions of birds are taken from their homes in the wild and shipped to various countries around the world for sale as pets” (Bird Imports). Already, I am finding new things that I did not previously know. To be perfectly honest, I do not know much about my topic except for the fact that there are large numbers of birds being smuggled out of countries around the world for pet trade. My original topic was  the destruction of the rain forest, but I stumbled on this bit of information while searching the Internet. At that moment, I felt sadness for the birds, so I read more of the article, which was an excellent choice. But I still did not know a lot about this topic. I wanted to learn how many birds have lived, and how profitable this business is. And so I began my research. At once I was deluged with interesting yet astonishing facts. I found much of my information on the Internet, which is the key to the door of research.
	The United States is the largest market for pet birds, and 85% of birds captured in the wild were imported or smuggled into the U.S. (Hyacinth Macaw). Even though birds are smuggled across the borders, Brazil and other countries ban the exports of many exotic birds, some of which are endangered or on the verge of extinction (Grove 292-93). Blank health certificates are purchased by the buyers, but they are easily forged because the birds are mainly untested, and may carry diseases into other countries (Grove 293). One instance in particular, an outbreak of the Newcastle disease in 1971, was carried by exotic birds, and was fatal to domestic poultry (Munn 122). Every year more than 500,000 types of tropical birds are taken from the wild (Bird Imports). More than two million parrots alone are traded legally or illegally each year (Parrot Trade).
		I immediately became interested in the brilliant-blue Hyacinth Macaw, the largest of the macaws, which grows up to forty inches long.  They live in the riverside tropical rain forests in Bolivia, Paraguay, and Brazil.. As of 1988 the  Hyacinth Macaw brought $5,000 to $10,000 each  in pet trade. 		
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This is a dangerous level of poaching and smuggling.. Though the estimates are not accurate, as many as 10,000 Hyacinth Macaws were taken from the wild in the 1980’s (Hyacinth Macaw). A document I found on the Internet said that “at least 30% of the 140 parrot species found in the Western Hemisphere are now threatened with extinction.” The immediate causes are habitat destruction and smuggling (Parrot Trade). Of the ninety eight other species of parrots, their populations are thought to be declining (Parrot Trade).
	The border between Mexico and the United States has been a problem because of exotic bird smuggling for decades.  Some parrots are taken from the Latin countries, but most are smuggled from the jungles of Mexico (Parrot Trade). Each year, officials say that approximately 25,000 parrots are smuggled across the Rio Grande into the U.S. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service reported that “in Texas alone, an estimated $40 million worth of parrots annually flow into the black market to be distributed nationwide.”  The inhumane handling of the birds causes 25,000 of them to die because of suffocation, starvation, or cruel treatment (Parrot Trade).  
	The techniques that the smugglers use to bring the birds into the United States are especially harsh and severe.  Baby birds are taken from their nests by the thousands. These infants are particularly at risk because their pin feathers hold blood (Parrot Trade).  If handled incorrectly, they could bleed to death.  Transportation into the U.S. is also very inhumane.  Stuffed into crates and floating on inner tubes, people swim the birds across the Rio Grande.  Or, smugglers would tape the birds inside hubcaps on cars and drug them with tequila beforehand so they can withstand the bumpy trip across the border (Parrot Trade).  Another technique is to pack the baby birds beneath women’s clothing with their beaks taped shut.  The larger operations jam the birds into crates and conceal them among other cargo in a large truck with no air conditioning.  I was astonished to find that smuggling parrots from Mexico is the second largest illegal border business next to drug smuggling (Parrot Trade.)
	In other countries, they have different methods of catching the exotic birds.  A leg snare uses a previously caught bird as a decoy.  Once caught, the bird is left dangling until the trapper comes hours later. Another decoy is 
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used to lure whole flocks of birds. They are then caught with nets and stuffed into crates, which can injure the birds (Ellis 791). Other techniques are to cut down trees to capture baby birds. This practice threatens bird populations by destroying nesting areas. Birds return to the same nest year 
after year (Thinking). There are other ways people smuggle birds that are also heartbreaking. A Singapore business man who once smuggled birds from Australia described his operation to National Geographic magazine:
	A fishing boat is chartered and sailed to Bali, then to the east coast of Australia, outside the Great Barrier Reef.  From there, twin-engine speedboats make a dash to shore and pick up perhaps 2,000 birds--roseate cockatoos, sulfur-crested cockatoos, and parakeets. The smugglers return to Indonesia and buy papers saying that that’s where the birds are from. Then the birds are taken ashore undercover in Singapore and sold, mostly to European dealers. After expenses, such a trip can clear a million dollars.  . . .Of course, there is a chance that the trip may make nothing. Each cage has a rope tied to it with a rock at the end. If a patrol boat chases them, the smugglers can dump the birds overboard. (Munn 135-36)
	When I continued to search the Internet, I found more interesting information on the article that was titled “Thinking of Getting a Parrot? Think Again.” It told the advantages and disadvantages about getting a parrot. It also told some interesting statistics:  “approximately half of all birds caught die before being exported. . .only one in ten survives the journey. . .The methods of capturing these birds cause injuries, shock and death to millions of birds each year” (Thinking).
	I was terribly upset to find that so many birds have died.  It surprised me that “if a parrot does manage to survive capture, odds are that the bird will not survive the journey to Western countries” (Thinking). Birds are jammed by the hundreds into crates and are force-fed a mixture of maize and water (Thinking). That same article I found on the Internet said something else that was equally shocking: 
It is not unusual for entire shipments to arrive a their destination 
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used to lure whole flocks of birds. They are then caught with nets and stuffed into crates, which can injure the birds (Ellis 791). Other techniques are to cut down trees to capture baby birds. This practice threatens bird populations by destroying nesting areas. Birds return to the same nest year 
after year (Thinking). There are other ways people smuggle birds that are also heartbreaking. A Singapore business man who once smuggled birds from Australia described his operation to National Geographic magazine:
	A fishing boat is chartered and sailed to Bali, then to the east coast of Australia, outside the Great Barrier Reef.  From there, twin-engine speedboats make a dash to shore and pick up perhaps 2,000 birds--roseate cockatoos, sulfur-crested cockatoos, and parakeets. The smugglers return to Indonesia and buy papers saying that that’s where the birds are from. Then the birds are taken ashore undercover in Singapore and sold, mostly to European dealers. After expenses, such a trip can clear a million dollars.  . . .Of course, there is a chance that the trip may make nothing. Each cage has a rope tied to it with a rock at the end. If a patrol boat chases them, the smugglers can dump the birds overboard. (Munn 135-36)
	When I continued to search the Internet, I found more interesting information on the article that was titled “Thinking of Getting a Parrot? Think Again.” It told the advantages and disadvantages about getting a parrot. It also told some interesting statistics:  “approximately half of all birds caught die before being exported. . .only one in ten survives the journey. . .The methods of capturing these birds cause injuries, shock and death to millions of birds each year” (Thinking).
	I was terribly upset to find that so many birds have died.  It surprised me that “if a parrot does manage to survive capture, odds are that the bird will not survive the journey to Western countries” (Thinking). Birds are jammed by the hundreds into crates and are force-fed a mixture of maize and water (Thinking). That same article I found on the Internet said something else that was equally shocking: 
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dead. . . .Birds suffocate, die as a result of extreme temperature fluctuations in cargo holds, starve, or peck and chew at each other 
causing injury and death. Exporters frequently bind valuable birds with straps, tape, or newspaper to prevent injury to themselves or other birds.
It is strange how this business is so profitable even though fifty percent of the birds die.
	I wanted to find out what is being done to try and stop this shocking and lucrative trade, so I was incredibly interested when I found some information on the efforts in the United States to try and stop the illegal pet trade.  In 1935, the Lacey Act prohibited importation of any wildlife acquired illegally into this country.  Animals on the Endangered Species List were banned U.S. import in the Endangered Species Conservation Act of 1969 (Grove 294). Then in 1973, there was the first serious effort to take control of all wildlife sales and the smuggling of animals. In Washington D.C., 80 nations met to draft CITES, an acronym for Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species  (Grove 294). A Hong Kong customs official said it was like “issuing passports for animals to pass from country to country” (Grove 294).
	The formal definition of CITES is that it “regulates international trade for threatened and endangered animals (live or dead) animal parts, and plants” (CITES). This agreement is divided into three categories:
	 I--dangerously threatened with extinction and therefore banned from any commercial trade.
	 II--potentially threatened, but commerce can take place if shipments are accompanied by authorizing documents from the country of export.
	 III--not considered endangered by the world at large, but listed by some countries where they originate, out of concern for their existence there (Grove 294-96).
	The Hyacinth and other macaws are now listed under category I, except for two species which are endangered and thus can be traded under limited circumstances. This magazine article was written in the 1980s, and then the parrots were listed under category III. It is amazing that in almost 
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15 years, a bird can go from not considered endangered to dangerously threatened. Another organization, TRAFFIC (Trade Records Analysis of Fauna and Flora in Commerce) “monitors the movement of animal products 
around the world” (Grove 296). “Before TRAFFIC, there was no single reliable source of data about the amounts of animals and animal products being moved around the world,” said Nicole Duplaix, director of the Washington office of TRAFFIC and one of the founders of the organization (Grove 296).
	I was amazed at the number of birds that die each year, and that the problem is far more severe than people know. Before I did this research, I didn’t think the problem was as shocking as it is, that so many birds die for pointless reasons. Is it so important that many people need a parrot that the populations are decreasing and are on the verge of extinction? The government should be taking more steps to control the smuggling since it is such a profitable business. As a result of doing this report, I would like to make people more aware of this devastating problem. Even with trade restrictions, enforcement of monitoring the trade of animals has proven to be very difficult. People have no way  of knowing if the enforcements are working because just like illegal drugs, it is impossible to know the exact amounts entering the United States. So until there is a more efficient way to stop the smuggling of the Hyacinth Macaw and other endangered animals, thousands and thousands of unfortunate deaths of birds will occur just for people to have a pet parrot.
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December 13, 1999

	The Self-Esteem Trees

	The Bean Trees, a novel by Barbara Kingsolver, is about a young girl, Taylor Greer, who moves  far away from  where she  is born and is thrown into a completely new  environment. Many things in this book look hopeless at the start, but after a time turn out to be surprisingly good. This is why the book is titled The Bean Trees, because bean trees, as wisteria vines are called, look dead and shriveled up but bloom into a beautiful spectacle of flowers. The author uses self-esteem of characters in the book to show how bad things can become good.  When a character’s self-esteem is low, she has a hard time just dealing with life  and making it through. Just like the bean tree, however, a character’s self-esteem can improve, and her whole life will become better and more  enjoyable. The author uses the characters Lou Ann, Esperanza and Taylor to show how changes in self-esteem can change lives.
	Lou Ann has a very low  self esteem at first, but toward the end of the book she improves her self-esteem, and her life improves. At the beginning of the book Lou Ann puts an ad in the paper for a roommate.  When Taylor responds, Lou Ann says, “When I put that  ad in the paper, I thought, well, this is sure four dollars  down the toilet: who in the world would want to  move in here with us?”(76). She thinks so little of herself that she  doesn’t think she is good enough for anything. She does not enjoy life very much and is  worried and distressed constantly.  She must learn how to change and become  a much better person. Out  of a need for money Lou Ann gets a job at Red Hot Mama’s and  works hard and finds that she is good at it. Her self-esteem improves. Taylor says about her:
I was liking Lou Ann a great deal these days. In the few weeks since she started working, she had begun to  cut her  hair far less often and finally stopped comparing her figure  to various farm animals.  Having a job of her own seemed to even out some of Lou Ann’s wrinkled edges. (152)
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Lou Ann begins enjoying things much more.  She loves her job and no longer worries about things for  no reason.  She has a higher  opinion of herself. With Lou Ann’s change the author shows self-esteem can affect a person.
	Esperanza is a character with a self-esteem so low that she lives almost in a trance, and she does not believe that her life is worth living.  Toward the end of the book she starts to come out of this trance and begins to enjoy life once again.  Esperanza and her husband, Estevan, were forced to leave their country, Guatemala, without their baby daughter Ismene.  To get their daughter back they would have needed to forfeit many lives of people who  went against the Guatemalan government.  They escaped to the United States but left their daughter behind and  will never see her gain.  Esperanza is very depressed because of all this:  
Esperanza tried to kill herself. Estevan came to the back  door and told  me in a quiet voice that she had  taken a bottle  of baby aspirin. . . .He seemed to know the whole story, including the ending, and I began to  suspect it  was  something that had happened before. (131)
She doesn’t care anymore if she lives.  She is like the dead-looking bean trees. She looks like she  is dead and rotted and that she will soon no  longer be there. She then starts to change, like the bean tree, into a beautiful person when her self-esteem improves: "Something was going on  inside of Esperanza.  Something was thawing.  Behind her eyes, or deeper, in the arteries around her heart, something was starting to move.  When she held Turtle on her lap, she seemed honestly happy" (209). This is the first time in the book that Esperanza has been happy. She  has started to see that there are things  to live  for, that she is not useless. She can tell that she has an effect on Turtle and that she is not living for no reason.   Her self-esteem has  risen,  and she has gone from being suicidal to being “honestly happy.”
	Taylor has had good self-esteem since she was a child, but she goes through hard times as a parent in Arizona before she is able to regain her confidence.  She tells us:
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When I was  just the littlest kid I  would go pond fishing of a 
Sunday and bring home the boniest mess of blue gills and maybe a bass the size of your thumb, and the way Mama would carry on you would think I’d caught the famous big lunker in Shep’s Lake  that old men were always chewing their tobacco and thinking about. (124)
Taylor’s mom tried to make sure Taylor always had good self-esteem and it worked. Taylor is very confident through most of the book in  dealing with everyone. She starts to run into some problems when she tries to raise Turtle in Arizona. She learns of the abuse Turtle has gone through as a little baby and around this time she also learns what happened to Estevan  and Esperanza. A social worker also informs Taylor that Turtle might have to be  taken away from her because she has no legal right to the baby.  She starts to think that the whole world is full of terrible people and that there is nothing that she  can do about it: “I didn’t think that the world could be so  unjust. But of course it was right there in front of my nose. If the truth was a snake it would have  bitten me  long time ago. It would have had me for dinner”(174).  Since she  can’t believe that all these things happened without her knowing it, she feels that she can do nothing about it. That is why her self-esteem drops. She finally decides to  try something because if she doesn’t do anything she  will lose Turtle and Estevan and Esperanza might get arrested and taken back to Guatemala. She takes all three to Oklahoma, near the Cherokee Nation, and adopts Turtle by saying that Estevan and Esperanza were her Cherokee parents.  After this she is very relieved and she knows once again that she does make a difference. This shows how the change in  self-esteem  is like the bean trees; things can look bad but get better with an improvement in self-esteem.
	When a character’s self esteem is low he does  not enjoy life. But when he improves his self-esteem, life looks better and good things start to  happen. Things may start off looking terrible, ugly, and depressed, like the bean trees. However, they always can be improved with a boost in self-esteem, to where they look beautiful again or for the first time.



Scoring Guide for Interpretive Essay

E  C  I

I. Form
	Follows format (ratio, word counts).
	Clear thesis appears in introductory paragraph.
	Body paragraphs have topic sentences.
	Paper displays logical organization/sequence.
	Transitions connect ideas and paragraphs.

II. Style
	The introduction captures reader’s interest.
	Sentence structure is clear and varied.
	Avoids forbidden words (I, you, this essay).
	Content shows insightful commentary,
	Conclusion is convincing.
	Powerful vocabulary.
	Avoids absolutes (always, never, no one, everyone, etc.).	

III. Support
	Each body paragraph makes use of solid concrete details.
	At least one direct quote is used in each body paragraph.


IV. Mechanics
	Spelling is correct.
	Capitalization is correct..
	Punctuation is correct.
	Paper is neat and clean for ease of reading.
	Sentence fragments and run-ons are avoided.
	Verb tense is consistent and appropriate.


	E = Excellent    C = Competent    I = Incomplete


PEER OR SELF-RESPONSE FORM

Author’s name is _________________________________

Reader’s name is _________________________________

1.  The essay should have a total of 4 (or 5) paragraphs: the introduction, 2 body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Each one begins with the first line indented. How many paragraphs does your essay have? _____ Do you need to fix anything about the paragraphs in this essay? If yes, what?



2.  Read through the entire essay. Cross out the following words and phrases (unless used in a direct quotation): you, your, yours, I think, I feel, I believe, in my opinion, this essay, I, me, my. Then delete all of these words or phrases and rework your sentences.

3.  Read though the entire first draft again. Check your spelling, grammar and punctuation. Fix anything that is wrong.

4.  Using a highlighter, indicate all of your concrete details--what happens in the story. (The test is this: could you go back and find the information the book?)

5.   Fill in the following information about each paragraph:

	Introduction:	_______ words		______ sentences

	The introduction should have about 40+ words and 3-5 sentences. Do you need to fix anything? If yes, what?



6.  Body Paragraph #1:	_______ words 	______ sentences

	This body paragraph should have 125+ words and 8 sentences (150+ words and 11 sentences for advanced writers). This body paragraph should also include at least one direct quote from the text. Do you need to fix anything? If yes, what?

7.  Body Paragraph #2:	_______ words 	______ sentences

	This body paragraph should have 125+ words and 8 sentences (150+ words and 11 sentences for advanced writers).  This body paragraph should also include at least one direct quote from the text.  Do you need to fix anything?  If yes, what?





8.  Body Paragraph #3 (optional): _______ words 	______ sentences

	This body paragraph should have 125+ words and 8 sentences (150+ words and 11 sentences for advanced writers). This body paragraph should also include at least one direct quote from the text. Do you need to fix anything?  If yes, what?

	


9.  Conclusion:		_______ words	______ sentences

	The conclusion should have 40+ words and 3-5 sentences. It should also bring closure to the essay and reflect the ideas in the thesis. Do you need to fix anything about this paragraph? If yes, what?



10.  Now go back to the introduction and copy your thesis here:

	  ________________________________________________________

	  ________________________________________________________

	Did you prove this in the essay?  How?  If not, how can you revise your paper to prove your point more clearly?  As an alternative possibility, how can you rewrite your thesis to prepare for your paper more clearly?
		
SAMPLE BUSINESS LETTER

11761 Ridge Road
Grass Valley, CA 95945
March 15, 2001
					(Quadruple-Space)

John Q. Service
Director of Public Relations
Pacific Mountain Bikes, Inc.
3649 Redwood Blvd.
Santa Plerita, CA 98017
					(Double-space)
Dear Mr. Service

I am a senior at Nevada Union High School engaged in a senior project.  This involves refurbishing old bicycles which will then be donated to underprivileged children in Nevada County.  

While many of the bikes can be made reusable by simply cleaning and painting them, others require the replacement of certain parts. I find that I  cannot  afford to put usable tubes and tires on  all the wheels that need them. 

Would your company be willing to donate one or two cases of 26” tubes in order  to help me solve this problem.  In return you will receive the gratitude of many otherwise “wheeless” kids.  I will also see to it that the local news media hear of your generosity should you decide to make this donation.

I appreciate your assistance.

Sincerely

(Signature goes here)			   (Quadruple-space to leave
					    room for signature)
Stewart Dent







































Three blank line spaces (a quadruple space) separate date from letter address and complimentary close from keyed name of writer. A double space separates all other letter parts. 


Use 1” side margins with left justification. Center letter top to bottom.
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